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World War in 1914 at its inception. The
part that Russia played in the first two years
of that struggle was tremendous j it saved
the allied cause. German intrigue at the
Russian court and in the army, fostered by
the czarina, who was wholly German in her
sympathies, led to the demoralization of the
czar's armies; treason in high places under-
mined the Russian structure, and the czar
was reported to be considering a truce with
Germany.
A climax was reached when a revolution,
carefully planned, deposed Nicholas on
March 15, 1917. He was held a prisoner
in his palace, and with him, his family.
When the second revolution occurred in No-
vember, the Bolsheviki government sent him
to Tobolsk, Siberia, then to Ekaterinburg,
where the whole family was said to have
endured great privation. For months their
fate was unknown. Later it was authorita-
tively stated that Nicholas, the czarina, and
their five children were put to death by the
commissar at Ekaterinburg and his aids, on
the urgent demand of the local communists.
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NICHOLAS, saiot (?-about 326), a Ro-
man Catholic saint whose name has come to
be synonymous with santa glaus. In the
fourth century, according to tradition, there
lived a kindly Saint Nicholas who worked
many miracles and was greatly beloved.
Prom early times feasts were held in his
honor in Europe, and in many places in
G-ermany the sixth day of December, the day
of his death, is still set apart as a sacred
day. He is also the patron saint of the Kus-
sian Church. Inasmuch as his feast day was
celebrated shortly before the Christmas sea-
son, he acquired a new character, that of the
Santa Claus beloved by children. The name
Santa Clans /or Klaus) is the Dutch cor-
ruption of his real name, and it is chiefly
in his role of the children's friend that he is
known among non-Catholics.
NICHOLSON, nffl 'I son, meredith 1866-
), an American writer, born at Craw-
fordsville, Indiana, and educated in the pub-
lie schools of Indianapolis. Butler and
Wabash Colleges conferred on him the hon-
orary degree of A. M. (1901-1902), and the
latter the degree of Litt D. (1907). Mr.
Nicholson is a member of the National In-
 stitute of Arts and Letters. Since the pub-
lication of his first book, Short Flights,
about twenty works have come from his pen.
These include The Hoosiers, The House of
a Thousand Candles, The Port of Missing
Men, Rosalind at Eed Gate, The Siege of
the Seven Suitors, A Reversible Santa Claus,
The Valley of Democracy, Lady Larkspur,
Slack Sheep! Black Sheep! and The Man
in The Street.
NICIAS, nish'e as, an Athenian statesman
and general, active during the Peloponnesian
War. He was one of the leaders of the
aristocratic party, and was the opponent,
after the death of Pericles, of the demagogue
Cleon. In the campaigns against the Spar-
tans, he met with some successes, and in 421
he brought about a peace between Sparta and
Athens, known as the Peace of Nicias. When,
in 415, he was appointed one of the leaders
in the expedition against Sicily, he used his
influence to prevent the expedition, but in
vain. His fleet suffered a defeat, and his
troops, retreating across Sicily, were forced
to surrender. Nicias himself was put to death
by the Syracusans (413 B. o.)
NICK'EL, a metal of a whitish color, of
great hardness, and when perfectly pure,
malleable and ductile. It is about nine times
heavier than water. It unites in alloys with
gold, copper, tin and arsenic, which metals
it renders brittle. With silver and iron, its
alloys are ductile. Nickel is found in all
meteoric stones, but the most important mines
are at Sudbury, Ont., from which more than
half the world's supply is obtained. Next to
the Sudbury mines, the greatest production
is in New Caledonia, but there were discov-
ered in 1918 great deposits in the Celebes,
which may in time rival the Sudbury district.
Nickel, mixed with brass in varying propor-
tions, is now well known and largely used
as German silver, or nickel silver. One-
fourth of the American 5-cent piece is nickel
(the remainder being copper).
NIC 0 B A B, mko bah/, ISLANDS, a
group of nineteen islands in the Indian
Ocean, at their nearest point 130 miles from
Sumatra. With the Andaman Islands they
form an extension of the chain which in-
cludes Sumatra and Java. Twelve are in-
habited. The area of the group is 635 square
miles. The soil is fertile, and coeoanuts,
oranges, sugar and bamboo grow in abun-
dance. The natives depend for their support
largely on the trade in eocoainits and copra,.

